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z Student development
trumped contests

between schools in 1932
BY DAVID STEVENS

dstevens@cnjonline.com

Clovis High School
football teams have
won 13 state cham-

pionships since the New
Mexico Activities Association
began organizing such things
in 1950.

The Wildcats also claim
six unofficial state football
crowns, all from 1926
through 1934.

The unofficial title declared 80 years
ago, following an undefeated 1932 sea-
son, was shared with at least two other
teams — all of whom agreed the money
needed to settle the matter on the grid-
iron was better spent in other ways.

“Wildcats Reign Over Eastern N.M.”
read the headline atop page 2 of the Nov.
25, 1932, edition of The Clovis Evening
News-Journal.

The accompanying game report
detailed Clovis’ 20-0 Thanksgiving Day
victory over Portales at Cavalry Park,
the approximate location of Bell Park’s
baseball field near Sycamore Street
today.

All the scoring came in the first half.
Buster Riddle ran for two touchdowns.
Langdon Skarda returned a punt 60
yards for Clovis’ other score. Clovis’
Bill Lawson was named the game’s out-
standing lineman.

Beating Portales was no walk in
Cavalry Park for Clovis in those days.
The communities’ schools were roughly
the same size in 1932, and the rivalry
more heated than today. 

One year earlier, the teams played to a
tie on a muddy field. In 1930, Portales
beat the ’Cats, 19-6, for what the news-
paper reported was a “sectional crown.”

The 1932 victory over Portales, which
finished its year 5-1-2, left Clovis with
an 8-0 record. Farmington and the
Albuquerque Indian School also fin-
ished their seasons unbeaten, each with
legitimate claims as the state’s best.

Teams discussed options of playing
for an undisputed crown, but decided
against it because of concerns about
travel costs, the News-Journal reported.

The chairman for the state committee
for the North Central Association of

Colleges and Secondary Schools helped
steer the decision with a letter to the
schools.

“I am of the opinion that the associa-
tion is definitely opposed to such cham-
pionship contests,” Chairman J.W.
Diefendorf wrote.

“I am of the opinion that the greater
part of the agitation for such a post-sea-
son contest arises among the patrons of
the community supporting the team,
rather than among the school officials
and members of the teams themselves.”

Diefendorf went on to say the associ-
ation wanted to emphasize development
of students within each school “without
undue emphasis upon contests between
schools,” CN-J reported.

Travel expenses were cited as the pri-
mary concern.

School budgets were dramatically
smaller in those days.

Jose Cano, the chief financial officer
for Clovis schools today,  said minutes

from a 1932 Clovis school board meet-
ing show the district’s entire budget for
1932-33 was $161,235.

“That included salaries for teachers,”
Cano said.

The travel and equipment budget
alone for Clovis High’s football team
this season is $58,000, Cano said. That
figure does not include coaches’
salaries.

And so the 1932 high school football
season ended with at least three champi-
ons.

Clovis won unofficial crowns in 1933
and 1934 as well, but its first uncontest-
ed state title came in 1960. Clovis went
6-4-1 that season, but beat previously
undefeated Farmington, 20-14, in the
NMAA’s Class AA championship game.

David Stevens writes about
regional history on his blog:
www.highplainsyesterdays.com
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LOOKING BACK 80 YEARS
z Newspaper reports

show Cavalry Park
was located “east of
town” in the 1930s,
about where Bell Park
sits today.

z About 2,000 people
attended the 1932
Eastern New Mexico
High School Football
Championship in what
the Clovis newspaper
termed “the most 
colorful football
encounter of the 
season.”

z Langdon Skarda,
the star quarterback of
Clovis’ 1932 squad,
went on to become a
renowned judge of
show dogs. Skarda,
who died in 1994 at
age 80, was “consid-
ered by many as possi-
bly the most beloved
man in the dog fancy
in the last fifty years,”
the American Kennel
Club reported on its
website in 2005.

Clovis football
state titles:

Unofficial:
1926
1928
1929
1932
1933
1934

NMAA
1960
1973
1977
1978
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1990
1991
1994
2001

Fast facts
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“The parents have always prepared kids
for the wrath of Roanhaus. But (coaching
a second generation,) that’s something

I’ve enjoyed.”
—  Eric Ronahaus

Clovis High coach 



z Clovis’ Roanhaus
could set state record
for victories in opener

BY KEVIN WILSON 
kwilson@cnjonline.com

There’s plenty worth talking about
during the coaching run of Clovis’ Eric
Roanhaus, whose 35th season as
Wildcat coach begins Friday at Santa
Fe Capital.

If Clovis takes the Jaguars in the first
meeting between the schools, that
makes it 311 career wins for Roanhaus,
putting him past Jim Bradley for No. 1
in state history.

Ask Roanhaus about the meaning of
it, and he responds with one — as in,
one less thing for the media to ask him
about.

Capital is the 42nd different oppo-
nent the Wildcats will see under
Roanhaus — whose career has spanned
parts of five decades and six presiden-
tial administrations.

Jimmy Carter was president, and
Eric Roanhaus’ head coaching career
began on an August 1978 night in Los
Alamos. The Wildcats had come up the
day before and stayed at a hotel in
Santa Fe. Star running back Charles
“Gus” Williams was out with a broken
arm, but the Hilltoppers could do little
to prevent a 41-2 Clovis victory.

“We won that first one, lost the next
four, then won nine straight,” Roanhaus
remembered of that first season,
which finished with a 7-3 win over
Eldorado for the first of his 10 state
championships. “We were a lot better
once Gus Williams and Ervin
Beachum were back.”

The country soon gave way to
Reaganomics, while Roanhaus was
cementing himself as an elite coach
early, with five straight champi-
onships from 1981 to 1985 — and it
was preceded by a 1980 loss to

Eldorado in what Clovis fans remem-
ber as the “inadvertent whistle,”
when a trick play fooled the referees,
negating a sure touchdown in what
turned out to be a 14-11 Eagles’ vic-
tory.

But Roanhaus didn’t think of him-
self as a longtime coach until a few
years later — 1988, when a civic
organization honored him with a
plaque for 100 coaching wins.

The honors for 200 wins came a
decade later, meaning the Wildcats
averaged nearly 10 wins a season for

more than 20 years.
After that, the Wildcats hit some

rough years, including a stretch where
Clovis had Roanhaus’ most decorated
player in future NFL receiver Hank
Baskett but a 14-18 mark during those
three seasons.

“That’s when Hank played for us;
(but) he never played in a playoff
game,” Roanhaus. “I’ll put it this way
— we didn’t have much of a supporting
cast.”

But win No. 300 came soon enough.
The Wildcats debuted to a 40-0 win
over Alamogordo in 2010. Leon
Williams Stadium now included an
artificial surface, Barack Obama was
two years into his administration and
Roanhaus had 10 titles and one perfect
season (13-0 in 2001) to his name.

He’d also coached multiple genera-
tions of Wildcats, as fathers who
Roanhaus chewed out were now in the
stands cheering on their sons in the pur-
ple and white.

“The parents have always prepared
kids for the wrath of Roanhaus,”
Roanhaus said. “But (coaching a sec-
ond generation,) that’s something I’ve
enjoyed.”

Roanhaus tied the record in 2011, by
defeating Sandia in the first round —
improving his record to 27-2 in first
round games.

“He said it was just another step to

our real goal, going to state,” said
Apollo Sena, a senior on the squad. “He
gave us encouraging words, and told us
it was a good win, but we needed to get
ever better to get the blue trophy.”

Roanhaus starts another season
Friday, always looking to get the
Wildcats one win closer to a blue tro-
phy. He’s not sure if he’s going to stick
around for the shot to coach his grand-
son, Sebastian, or if he’ll still be calling
the shots at Clovis when another per-
son’s calling shots at the White House.

“I’m on a year-to-year deal,”
Roanhaus said. “There will be a
January I just want to check it in.  I
enjoy working with my coaches and the
kids. I’m in a situation where I don’t
have to work. But I don’t know what
I’d do if I didn’t work.”

KEVIN WILSON:
Clovis Media Inc

Eric Roanhaus is
entering his 35th
season as head
coach in Clovis. He
has won 10 state
championships,
including one in
his first season
and a five-peat
from 1981-1985,
and has won 310
games, all at
Clovis. Clovis’ first
win of the 2012
season would put
him alone in first
place for New
Mexico prep 
football coaches.
Of the top five
coaches, Roanhaus
is the only coach
to collect all of his
wins at the same
school.
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Eric Roanhaus’
season-by-season
records at Clovis.

1978: 10-4*
1979: 10-3

1980: 11-2
1981: 10-3*
1982: 11-2*
1983: 10-1-2*
1984: 10-2-1*
1985: 11-3*
1986: 4-6-1
1987: 9-4
1988: 11-3
1989: 10-4

1990: 13-1*
1991: 12-2*
1992: 8-4-1
1993: 9-5
1994: 11-2*
1995: 11-2
1996: 10-2
1997: 8-5
1998: 4-7
1999: 6-5

2000: 4-6
2001: 13-0*
2002: 9-3
2003: 8-3
2004: 9-4
2005: 12-2
2006: 7-4
2007: 9-4
2008: 10-2
2009: 9-3

2010: 5-7
2011: 6-6

* — state title

Overall  record:
310-115-5

Source: CHS
athletics office

Most wins in NM
z Eric Roanhaus
Clovis (310-115-5)*
z Jim Bradley
Mayfield/Roswell (310-83-8)
z Bill Gentry
Highland/Eldorado (305-102-5)
z Cooper Henderson,
Ruidoso/Artesia (257-91-1)*
z Travis Lee
Hot Springs/Lordsburg/Silver City (230-204-3*)
z Frank Ortiz
Santa Rosa (202-72-0)
z Sam Jernigan
Fort Sumner/Goddard (191-80)*

* — active coach

Source: New Mexico
Activities Association

On
the

cusp

“The parents have always prepared kids
for the wrath of Roanhaus. But (coaching
a second generation,) that’s something

I’ve enjoyed.”
—  Eric Ronahaus

Clovis High coach 

Fast facts
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BY KEVIN WILSON
kwilson@cnjonline.com

Some celebrate touchdowns with hand
slaps, other with teammate bumps. And oth-
ers add a little flavor.

If the Clovis touchdown comes from quar-
terback Dakotah Yandell to tight end
Marshall Winn, it’s celebrated with bumping
twice up high with crossed arms, a hand slap
low and the finishing move — a turn as if
they’re walking away from each other,
before spinning back to execute a flying side
bump.

Winn, a 6-foot-5, 245-pound senior,
insists he had no help from his sister Aarica,
a sophomore on the CHS cheerleading
squad.

“That was all me,” said Winn with a
laugh. “I’m a choreographer.”

Fun aside, Winn and Yandell know if they
don’t produce, neither they nor the Wildcats
will have much celebrating to do.

The Clovis Wildcat season — which starts
Friday at Santa Fe Capital — depends, coach
Eric Roanhaus said, on finding weapons
other than junior speedster running back
Kamal Cass, who rushed for 793 yards and
scored 15 touchdowns. The list includes
Yandell and Winn, but they’re far from the
only ones who the Wildcats will look to.

“Our biggest threat at wide receiver is
going to be Traivon (Sopila, junior),”
Roanhaus said. “Jacob Chavez is getting
better. Our tight ends are big targets.”

Between Winn and 6-foot-3, 270-pound
senior Dijon Ford, Clovis has one of the top

1-2 punches at the tight end position.
Winn realizes he and Ford have to haul in

passes to keep defenses honest.
“I think it’s really important,” Winn said,

recalling the 2011 seasion. “They’d stack
eight in the box against us last year because
they were worried about Tre (Orozco) and
Kamal. If we can complete some passes
against them, they won’t be able to stack it
against Kamal.”

Yandell is not the same running threat that
Orozco is, and is more stout at 6-foot, 196.

“Dakotah, you’re a lineman,” Cass joked
on Wildcat Media Day, as Yandell lined up
for quarterback pictures. “Get out of there.”

A few days later in the fieldhouse,
Roanhaus counters that his junior starter is
“by no means slow,” and has shown the com-
posure to not let his feet run him into trouble.

“His improvements have been in the men-
tal part of the game,” Roanhaus said. “The
quarterback has to make good decisions, and
so far, he’s made good decisions.”

Winn was a favorite target of Yandell’s in
limited action last season — in fact, his first
and last completions of the 2011 season were
to Winn:

z In his first game against Eldorado,
Yandell stepped in with both Orozco and
backup quarterback Justin Graham suffered
injuries. He lofted a third-and-8 pass down
the left sideline that Winn grabbed while

falling out of bounds for 14 yards to keep the
drive going. The Wildcats didn’t score on the
drive, but Yandell said that first down got rid
of the butterflies and he was relaxed for the
rest of the 26-7 win.

z A 42-7 blowout at Hobbs was punctuat-
ed when Yandell, replacing Orozco, connect-
ed on his only pass to Winn for a 28-yard
score.

“We have good chemistry,” Yandell said.
“We played YAFL football together a lot, I’d
say that was one or two years (of playing).
Over the summer, we had some time to work
on things.”

More of that chemistry means teams can’t
key on Cass.

“We want to take some pressure off of
Kamal, and give him some chances by open-
ing up some running lanes,” Yandell said.
“That being said, Kamal opens up a lot of
passing lanes for us because teams are wor-
ried about him.”

The Wildcats have two other junior quar-
terbacks in Jared Wagner and Kordell
Tindle. Roanhaus may rotate signal-callers
later if needed, but noted that it’s not his
plan heading into Santa Fe Capital.

“Right now, Dakotah is the man,”
Roanhaus said. “He’s proven that he’s the
man since last December. He’s a lot better
than he was six months ago, and I hope he’s
better at the end of the season too.”

Developing
additional
weapons

key for Cats

z Clovis coach hopes 
to keep teams from 
focusing on junior 

speedster
Kamal Cass

CLOVIS WILDCATS

SCHEDULE
August: 31 — at Santa Fe Capital, 7

p.m.
September: 7 — Highland, 7 p.m. 15 —

at Manzano (F.M. Wilson Stadium), 3 p.m.
21 — at Cleveland, 7 p.m. 28 — Rio
Rancho, 7 p.m.

October: 5 — at Goddard, 7 p.m. 12 —
Artesia, 7 p.m. 19 — Sandia, 7 p.m.
November: 2 — at Carlsbad, 7 p.m.-x.
9 — Hobbs, 7 p.m.-x
x-Denotes District 4-5A game.

ROSTER
No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. Pos.
8 Traivon Sopila Jr. 6-2 175 SE-FS
10 Dakotah Yandell Jr. 6-0 196 QB
14 Jared Wagner Jr. 6-0 176 QB
15 Quinton Womack Sr. 6-2 178 TE-DE
19 Kordell Tindle Jr. 5-11 195 QB-LB
20 Kamal Cass Jr. 5-9 165 HB-FS
22 Shaprei Bryant Jr. 5-9 164 RB-CB
23 Peyton Lott Jr. 5-11 160 FB-SS
24 Jaheem Prioleau Jr. 5-11 170 HB-SS
33 Marcos Trujillo Sr. 5-9 188 FB-LB
40 Adam Wagener Sr. 5-9 145 K
42 Sage Free Sr. 6-1 220 FB-LB
48 Alfredo Lopez Jr. 5-10 155 TE-DE
54 Fernando Garcia Sr. 5-9 205 C-LB

55 Jonathan Sanchez Sr. 5-10 200 C
57 Hunter Hodges Sr. 5-9 205 G-NG
58 Alejandro Hernandez Sr. 5-10 215 G-DT
61 Austin Gallegos Sr. 5-8 215 G-DT
63 Christian Palenske Sr. 5-11 215 T-DT
64 Brody Ramirez Sr. 5-8 208 G-LB
65 Michael Renteria Sr. 5-11 187 G-NG
66 Jacob Esquibel Sr. 6-3 210 G
68 Pedro Acuna Jr. 6-2 255 T-DT
71 Seth Tinkle Sr. 6-3 260 T-DT
72 Josh Mendoza Sr. 5-11 235 C-DT
74 Dominic Deeley Sr. 6-0 238 T-DT
80 Jake Spears Sr. 5-6 125 SE-CB
81 Chase Sambrano Sr. 5-10 155 SE-FS
82 Max Rodriguez Jr. 5-8 130 FLK-C
83 Pierce Hoyer Jr. 5-7 150 FLK-C
85 Jacob Chavez Sr. 5-8 153FLK-SS
86 Erik Thomas Sr. 6-0 197 FB-LB
87 Kenny Robinson Jr. 6-4 225 TE-DE
88 Dijon Ford Sr. 6-3 270 TE-DE
89 Marshall Winn Sr. 6-5 245 TE-DE

Head coach: Eric Roanhaus.
Assistant coaches: Darren Kelley, Chad

Roanhaus, Kyler Brewer-Hill, Darrell Davis,
Cal Fullerton, Drew Hatley, Chuck Jordan,
Steve Speck, Francis Warner.

Fast facts

KEVIN WILSON: Clovis Media Inc.

Junior quarterback Dakotah Yandell, left, and senior tight end Marshall
Winn hope to put together some passes to take pressure off the Clovis

running game this season. The pair displayed some chemistry last year
when Yandell was forced into action because of injuries.

KEVIN WILSON: Clovis Media Inc.

Junior quarterback Kordell Tindle fires a pass during a Wildcat football practice this preseason.
Tindle is one of three junior quarterbacks on the Clovis roster.

“We want to take some
pressure off of Kamal, and
give him some chances by
opening up some running

lanes. That being said,
Kamal opens up a lot 

of passing lanes for us
because teams are 

worried about him.”

—  Dakotah Yandell
Clovis  junior quarterback
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z Portales Rams return 
only one starter from
last year’s 4-6 squad

BY DAVE WAGNER
dwagner@cnjonline.com

With only one starter back from last
season, first-year Portales football coach
Jaime Ramirez has his work cut out for
him.

The Rams are preparing for Friday’s
opener at Las Vegas Robertson with only
13 seniors among 58 prospects in the
top three classes.

Ramirez, though, is trying to look at
the bright side.

“We have a bunch of young kids that
are hungry for football,” he said.
“They’re enthusiastic and they’re work-
ing hard. I think if we continue on that
path, good things will happen.”

Ozbaldo “Ozzie” Navarrete is the lone
returning starter. Navarrete, a 5-foot-8,
175-pound senior, started on defense
last year and will add running back to
his resume.

He knows he’s going to have to step
up.

“I see a lot of responsibility and lead-
ership,” he said. “I have to step up and
help the team as much as I can. We
have to work with what we’ve got and
make the best of it.”

Ramirez, who spent the last four
years as an assistant at Hobbs, was the
head coach at Loving from 2001-07
and led the Falcons to a Class 1A state
runnerup finish in 2003.

He replaces Mark McAfee, who spent
more than two decades on the staff
and had two stints as head coach cov-
ering three years (1991, 2010-11). The
Rams were 4-6 last season (0-2 District
4-3A).

Portales plays its first two games on
the road before hosting Texico at
Greyhound Stadium on Sept. 14.

Navarrete, a backup at running back
last season, is battling Zach Green for a
starting position in the backfield.
Vying at quarterback are junior Daniel
Sanchez and sophomores Paul
Conrow and Dustin Sisneros.

“It’s a lot tougher,” Navarrete said of
trying to go both ways. “I need a lot more
conditioning, but I’m getting there.”

Conrow is also in line to start at a safe-
ty and Green at outside linebacker on
defense, Ramirez said, but most posi-
tions for the Rams have multiple candi-
dates going in.

Zach Blaeser, a member of the soccer
team, is probably the leading candidate
for placekicking duties for the Rams.
Another soccer player, Kyle Bonem, per-
formed the same duties for the football
team last year.

Meantime, Conrow and Sisneros are
competing to handle the punting duties.

Ramirez said the Rams expected to
sort out a lot of positions during a four-
way scrimmage with Eunice and the
Clovis and Hobbs junior varsities at the
end of last week.

“We’re going to learn a lot about our-
selves in the scrimmages,” he said.

The Rams will have to rely on their
speed, Ramirez said.

“We’re going to have to be a fast team,”
he said. “I don’t think we’re as (physical-
ly) strong as we need to be across the
board to just manhandle people.

“We’re going to have to be perfect on
our techniques and be able to out-quick
people.”

Young and hungry
PORTALES RAMS

JOSHUA LUCERO: CMI correspondent

Portales Rams head coach Jaime Ramirez calls out instruc-
tions during practice last week.The first-year Rams coach

spent six years as head coach at Loving and the last four years
as an assistant coach at Hobbs.

“We’re going to have to be a
fast team. I don’t think

we’re as (physically) strong
as we need to be across

the board to just 
manhandle people.

—  Jaime Ramirez
Firstv-year Portales coach

Fast facts

SCHEDULE

August: 31 — at LV Robertson, 7 p.m.
September: 7 — at Muleshoe, 6:30

p.m.; 14 — Texico, 7 p.m.; 21 — at Raton,
7 p.m.; 28 — Dexter, 7 p.m.

October: 12 — Hope Christian, 7 p.m.;
19 — at Roswell High, 7 p.m.; 26 —
Ruidoso, 7 p.m.-x.

November: 2 — at Lovington, 7 p.m.-x.
x-Denotes District 4-3A game.

ROSTER

No. Name Yr. Pos.
1 Jacob Aranda Sr. WR/OLB 
2 Zachary Green Sr. RB/LB
3 Zach Blaeser Sr. WR/CB
4 Matt Martinez So. WR/CB
5 Antonio Morales Sr. RB/LB
6 Daniel Hernandez Sr. WR/OLB
7 Cruz Belden Jr. WR/CB
8 Paul Conrow So. QB/S
9 Branden Weringa Sr. WR/S
10 Michael Poynor Jr. RB/LB
11 Jaime Sotelo Jr. RB/CB
12 Dustin Sisneros So. QB/S
14 Daniel Sanchez Jr. QB/S
15 Caleb Burciaga Jr. WR/S

20 Marcos Lucero Jr. WR/OLB
21 Ramon Sigala Sr. QB/OLB
22 J.J. Bargas Jr. WR/CB
24 Gary Sisneros Sr. WR/CB
25 Ozzie Navarrete Sr. RB/LB
28 Ramon Tarango So. WR/CB
30 Daniel Wattenbarger So. RB/OLB
33 Travis Connell So. WR/OLB
35 Andrew Lucero Jr. WR/CB
40 Miguel Garza So. RB/OLB
42 Emmanuel Rodriguez Jr. RB/LB
45 Randy Lovato So. OL/LB
52 Brent Devon Jr. OL/LB
54 Joan Marquez Sr. OL/DL
55 Jorge Jimenez Jr. OL/DL
56 Anthony Loya Sr. OL/DL
58 Gavin Strong Jr. OL/DL
61 Corey Vandenberg Sr. OL/DL
62 Dustin Rutherford Sr. OL/DL
63 Hayden Montell Jr. OL/DL
65 J.P. Sullivan Jr. OL/DL
70 Bryce DeBusk So. OL/DL
72 Joseph Cicero Jr. OL/DL
74 Joan Villescas Sr. OL/DL
77 Jonathan Gonzalez Jr. OL/DL
78 Zachary Santos Sr. OL/DL
84 Ed Banda So. WR/OLB
85 Nathan Buriaga Jr. OL/DL
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BY THOMAS GARCIA
tgarcia@qcsunonline.com

In an already tough district,  the Tucumcari
Rattlers will add the Estancia Bears to their list of
District 2-2A opponents.

“It’s a team we are familiar with and we look for-
ward to playing them,” said Rattlers coach Wayne
Ferguson.

Ferguson said the Rattlers are continuing to build
on a system which last year brought them their win-
ning season since 2005. He said the team is still in
the progress of adjusting to the new system, though
having one year under the belt is going to be a huge
advantage.

The Rattlers ended the 2011-2012 season with a 6-
5 record and a playoff appearance. They lost to the
Eunice Cardinals 49-20 in the quarterfinal round.

The Rattlers will play Eunice on Oct. 19 for their
second district match up.

This year, Ferguson said he has three returning
starters on offense and seven on defense. He said
there are more Rattlers returning this season, though
they were not starters last season.

Ferguson said nothing is set in stone as far as
where people will be lining up on the field this year.
He said there are many factors to be considered like
how the players push themselves in practice and dur-
ing scrimmages.

“It’s not about me,” Ferguson said. “It’s about the
team, we will put the best 11 men on that field come
game day.”

The Rattlers’ commitment can be heard on the
field as they call out for teamwork during stretching,
running and play drills.

“Be vocal out there, don’t leave your teammates
down or discouraged,”  assistant Eddie Encinias
shouts during a drill.

Encinias tells the players when a teammate makes
a mistake or bad play go over tell them to shake it off
and get back in to the game. He said they have to do
this together, for only as a team can they succeed.

“I have not seen this much energy on the field in a
long time,” assistant coach Bryan Dunlap said.

Dunlap said it excites him when he sees this much
energy and dedication from players as they prepare
for the season.

SCHEDULE
August: 31 — Raton, 7 p.m.
September: 7 — at New Mexico Military

Institute, 7 p.m.; 14  — at West Las Vegas, 7
p.m.; 217 — at Dexter, 7 p.m.; 28— Fort
Sumner, 7 p.m.

October: 5 — Eunice, 7 p.m.; 12 —  at Texico,
7 p.m.-x; 19 — Estancia, 7 p.m.-x.; 26— Clayton

November: 2 — at Santa Rosa, 7 p.m.-x.
x-Denotes district game.

ROSTER
No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. Pos.
1 Dimitri Chappell Sr. 5-7 145 RB/LB
3 Dillon Wood Sr. 5-5 125 FB/CB
4 Gabriel Molinas So. 5-7 135 RB/LB
8 Jonathan Preciado So. 5-7 140 WR/CB
10 Nathan Lopez Fr. 5-6 140 RB/CB
11 Javier Villanueva So. 5-8 140 QB/LB
12 Luke Smith Sr. 6-1 170 QB/SS
13 Patrick Cline Sr. 6-0 180 TE/S
17 Stephen Chacon Sr. 5-7 145 WR/CB
20 Saul Moriel So. 5-7 185 OL/DL
21 Shay Harrison Sr. 5-11 185 FB/LB
23 Jordan Walker Sr. 6-1 160 WR/CB
25  Timmy Skinner Jr. 5-6 135 WR/CB
30  Michael Olivas Jr. 5-8 190 FB/LB
32 Zach Hurd Sr. 6-2 175 RB/S/K
33 Daniel Lopez Fr. 5-6 130 RB/CB
34 Nathan Alexander So. 5-7 135 TE/DE
40 Agustine Sandoval Jr. 5-7 140 WR/CB
43 Anthony Ramirez So. 5-7 145 FB/LB
44 Brandon Aragon So. 5-6 140 WR/CB
45 Mario Chavez Sr. 5-9 175 TE/DE
52 Breysen Billings Jr. 6-0 245 G/T
55 Rudy Vallejo Sr. 5-9 225 G/T
56 Stephen Carmona Fr. 5-9 175 T/T
60 Manuel Blea Jr. 5-9 230 C/T
61 Steven McClure Sr. 5-9 175 G/DE
63 Jacob Montonya Sr. 5-6 250 C/NG
67 Kyle Lease Sr. 5-7 220 G/T
72 Luis Baltazar Fr. 5-6 230 T/T
75 Brad Lopez Jr. 5-10 220 T/T
76 HD McClure Fr. 5-10 220 T/T
77 AJ Edwards So. 5-10 165 G/T
78 Marcus Chavez So. 6-3 230 T/DE
79 Damien Dominguez Fr. 6-2 250 T/T
80 Edgar Gardea Sr. 5-11 170 TE/DE
83 Adam Lucero So. 5-6 150 WR/CB
84 Izaac Baltazar So. 6-1 180 TE/DE
85 Austin Welch Jr. 5-5 120 WR/CB
88 Tyler Ferguson Fr. 5-3 115 WR/CB

Fast facts

TUCUMCARI RATTLERS

“I have not
seen this

much energy
on the field in
a long time.”

—  Bryan
Dunlap

Tucumcari 
assistant coach

Rattlers ready for playoff push

THOMAS GARCIA:
Clovis Media Inc.

Tucumcari 
sophomore  
running back 
Saul Moriel 
rushes 
through a 
gap created 
by the 
Rattlers’
offensive line.
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Though Hill’s concussions have some-
times come on the baseball diamond — he
also got one running into a fence while
chasing a deep fly in Rio Rancho — the
biggest culprits are soccer and football for
an injury that the athletic community knows
and fears more with every new season.

Joel Sievers, who has operated a sports
medicine facility in Portales for the last four
years, said sports injuries aren’t the only
concussion culprits; he’s seen them caused
by run-ins with doors, walls and even irriga-
tion pipe. But football and soccer season
bring two to three patients a week, roughly
four times the amount of spring sports like
baseball and softball.

Nationally speaking, football wins handi-
ly. According to the Centers for Disease
Control, football players suffer 60 to 76.8
concussions for every 100,000 athletic
exposures — defined as any associated
practice or competition, regardless of the
time played. Girls soccer is next, with 33-35

concussions per 100,000 athletic exposures.
Sievers and other New Mexico sports

physicians are bound to see more patients
thanks to a new state law, requiring a player
to be professionally evaluated if there is a
concussion or suspected concussion suf-
fered.

“What I do hasn’t changed a whole lot,”
Sievers said. “Those of us in sports medi-
cine have been aware of the danger, but we
do have a state law that influences what we
do now. A coach can’t just say, ‘Hey, it
looks like you’re over it.’”

Concussion reports are higher than they
were decades ago, with the two biggest
reasons being that people look out for con-
cussion symptoms, and the evolution of
the athlete ensures faster, tougher players
who hit each other harder.

“The kind of impacts are bigger,”
Sievers said. “Women do seem to be more
prone to having concussions for head
injury,” but Sievers said research isn’t

conclusive to explain why that is.
Devin Sweet, a former Clovis and

Eastern New Mexico football player now
coaching in Corpus Christi, Texas, remem-
bers three concussions. His first came as a
high school graduate, during the North-
South All-Star Game over the summer. He
knows he got hit hard in the second quar-
ter, because that’s what his parents told
him on the car ride home that weekend.

“The last thing I remember from that
game is warming up,” said Sweet. “I don’t
remember playing at all. I just remember
warming up in UNM’s stadium.”

A pair of other times at ENMU, he took
a hard hit and didn’t pass the sideline
tests; an average test from then-trainer Ed
Kabrick included counting backwards
from 100 by seven, saying the phrase,
“Red dog road” and stating information
you should know like the current date,
time and place.

After the third concussion, Sweet had a
different helmet and invested in a mouth-
piece that kept the jaw from locking up —
a big factor in concussions — and he has
played college ball, semipro ball and arena
football since without incident.

“Keep your helmet aired up and have a
good mouthpiece,” Sweet said. “You get
those basic plain rubber mouthpieces;
those things are garbage. Have a good
mouthpiece, whether it be Under Armour,
Nike or Dr. Shock, or something a dentist
prescribes.”

Clovis coach Eric Roanhaus said the
football squad has been fortunate to avoid
some concussions, but the coaching staff

and athletic trainers do stress kids air up
their helmets to create a cushion for hits. 

But he notes that concussions are a
tough thing to predict. A player with little
protection might never get the hit that
causes a concussion, and a player with all
the equipment in the world does take that
hit — and both of those players face a big-
ger statistical risk of injury when they get
behind the wheel of a car.

Once a player has a concussion, the aim
is to rest both the body and the mind. Hill
said people have warned him that sleeping
during recovery could trigger a coma, but
he’s been told by doctors that sleep is the
best way to recuperate. A person can only
postpone sleep so long, and a sleep-
deprived person is more susceptible to
numerous health dangers.

The other aim is to avoid the next one,
because each concussion multiplies the
damage. The walls at LCU’s baseball field
are comprised of cinder block, and Hill
said outfielders practice using the walls
because they’re not going to give in a col-
lision.

Hill thinks New Mexico is doing the
right thing by requiring evaluations. An
extra safeguard, he said, never hurts
because it’s foolish to think that every ath-
lete will simply take himself out of a
game.

“That was never who I was,” Hill said.
“I wanted to give it my all on every down,
every play, every pitch. You know the dan-
gers, but I was one of those players (who
would lie to himself). There are guys like
that all over.”

Concussion
caution 

in HS sports
growing

z A new state law, requires a player
to be professionally evaluated if

there is a concussion or suspected
concussion suffered

BY KEVIN WILSON
kwilson@cnjonline.com

Not too long after he learned to count, Jordan Hill got his
first concussion. He was 3, and his father Greg was in
his first stint coaching baseball at Portales High School.

Jordan got hit with a bat in the clubhouse.
Now a sophomore and outfielder at Lubbock Christian

University, Hill’s concussion count has grown at a troubling pace.
“They can’t estimate it,” said Hill. “It’s upwards of single digits.

I can’t have any more, let’s just say that.”

CMI file photo

Jordan Hill runs on
a keeper during a
2010 game against
Carlsbad. Hill, a
sophomore at
Lubbock Christian
University, said 
he probably 
wasn’t as careful
as he needed 
to be with 
concussions 
during his high
school career.

FAST FACTS

z Most sports-related concus-
sions — about 85 percent — go
undiagnosed, according to the
American College of Sports
Medicine.

z There are between an estimat-
ed 1.6 and 3.8 million sports-relat-
ed concussions in the United
States every year,1, 2 leading The
Centers for Disease Control 

z A 2011 study  of U.S. high
schools with at least one athletic
trainer on staff found that concus-
sions accounted for nearly 15 per-
cent of all sports-related injuries
reported to ATs and which result-
ed in a loss of at least one day of
play.

z According to the C.D.C., during
the period 2001-2009 children and
youth ages 5-18 years increased
62 percent to a total of 2.6 million
sports-related emergency depart-
ment (ED) visits annually, of which
6.5 percent (173,285) involved a
traumatic brain injury, including
concussion. The rate of TBI visits
increased 57 percent, likely due to
increased awareness of the impor-
tance of early diagnosis of TBI.

z For young people ages 15 to
24 years, sports are the second
leading cause of traumatic brain
injury behind only motor vehicle
crashes.
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BY DAVE WAGNER
dwagner@cnjonline.com

Jaime Ramirez wanted to become a head coach
again.

After helping Loving reach the Class 1A state
finals during a seven-year stint as the Falcons’ head
coach, Ramirez spent the last four years as an assis-
tant at Hobbs — three as defensive coordinator,
last year as the Eagles’ strength and conditioning
coach.

He is one of four new head coaches in the area,
also including Corey Robinson at Clovis Christian,
Steve Foust at Floyd and Taylor Read at Farwell.

Ramirez finds himself in a challenging situation
this season, taking over a program which rolled to
a Class 3A state championship in 2008, but other-
wise has struggled for most of the last decade or so.

This year’s Rams squad returns only one starter
on defense and none on offense.

“I’m viewing this as an opportunity for us to get
better as football players, both in the weight room
and fundamentally,” said Ramirez, 41. “Of course,
I want to win as many games as we can, but I want
to make sure we’re teaching these kids to do things
the right way.”

Without question, it takes talent to win. For
Ramirez, though, the key is to try to elevate the tal-
ent on hand.

“I’m a firm believer that if you work hard, good
things will happen,” he said. “Our goal is to be
very disciplined and make good choices, and I
think everything else will fall together.”

Robinson is in his first stint as a head coach. He’s

trying to learn the 6-man game, and also serves as
the athletic director at CCS.

After serving in the Army during Desert Storm in
Iraq, the Western New Mexico University grad and
native of Palatka, Fla., spent about 15 years as an
assistant coach, ranging from small high schools to
an FCS (formerly Division I-AA) program at
Nicholls State.

He said he thought he was done with coaching,
having been out of it for a couple of years while
working in a youth ministry in the Dallas area.

“I really honestly didn’t think I’d ever coach
again,” he said. “I thought I would be a pastor, but
God opened the door to Clovis Christian and for
me to try to have (a positive) influence on these
young men.

“When God does something in your life, you
have to recognize that.”

Read, 27, is a former strong-side linebacker at
Texas Tech. He spent the last three years as
Farwell’s defensive coordinator before moving up
when Mike Prokop became the head coach and AD
at Friona.

“I’ve always had aspirations of being a head
coach,” Read said. “I just didn’t know it would
happen so soon.”

The Steers went 19-6 in Prokop’s two seasons,
reaching the Class 1A Division II state quarterfi-
nals in 2010 and the second round of the playoffs
last year.

Read is anxious to continue that success.
“I don’t feel any pressure,” he said. “I just take it

day-by-day, and the kids do the same.
“We have good kids; they work hard, and they’re

smart. They’re very knowledgeable about the
game, which makes it easier for us coaches.”

Steve Foust, a Michigan native who has been at
several New Mexico high schools over the past
decade or so, takes over a new combined program
at Floyd with Floyd and Elida.

Both programs have struggled with numbers in
recent years, but Foust said it’s like a new begin-
ning and he’s looking forward to the opportunity.

“The kids (from the two schools) have gotten to
know each other,” said Foust, 50. “I look at it as a
positive. It keeps both schools in football.”

CCS
coach
heeds
calling

z Corey Robinson 
among four new 

area prep coaches

TONY BULLOCKS: Clovis Media Inc.

“I’ve always had
aspirations of
being a head
coach. I just

didn’t know it
would happen

so soon.”

—  Taylor Read
Farwell’s head coach

at 27 years old

Clovis Christian Corey Robinson talks to a player during  preseason prac-
tice.Robinson said he thought he was done with coaching, having been
out of it for a couple of years while working in a youth ministry in the

Dallas area.“I really honestly didn’t think I’d ever coach again,” he said.“I
thought I would be a pastor,but God opened the door to Clovis Christian
and for me to try to have (a positive) influence on these young men.”

TONY BULLOCKS:
Clovis Media Inc.

Taylor Read was
promoted to head
coach  at Farwell,
replacing Mike
Propkop, who
took a similar
position at Friona.
Read played 
linebacker at
Texas Tech.
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District 2-2A

z 2011 record: 9-2
z Coach: Ryan Autrey (4th year, 25-9)
z Returning starters (offense): 9
z Returning starters (defense): 7
z Things 2 look 4: The Wolverines’ 31-man roster includes

12 seniors this year. By comparison, Texico had just four
seniors in 2011. … The district grew by one team, to five,
with the addition of Estancia. Texico travels to play the
Bears on Oct. 26. It marks the third time the teams have met
in Autrey’s tenure, including a playoff game — all at
Estancia.

z He’s got heart: Pelfrey.“He’s just a hard-working kid that
does anything you ask him to,” Autrey said.“He’s the kind of
kid you like to coach — you’re not going to have any prob-
lems out of him.

z Biggest hole to fill: “We’ve been focusing on improving
our passing attack this year,” Autrey said.“We’re still a run-
oriented team, but I felt like that (lack of a passing attack)
hurt us last year.”

z Last playoff appearance: 2011, lost to district rival and
eventual Class 2A state champion Santa Rosa 48-13 in the
semifinals.

— Dave Wagner

CLOVIS CHRISTIAN EAGLESTEXICO WOLVERINES

SCHEDULE

August: 31 — at New Mexico School of the Deaf, 3
p.m.

September: 8 — at Vaughn, 4 p.m.; 21 — Reserve, 2
p.m.; 28 — Roy/Wagon Mound, 7 p.m.-x.

October: 5 — at San Jon, 4 p.m.-x; 12 — at Amarillo
Arbor Christian, 6:30 p.m.; 19 — Lake Arthur, 7 p.m.-x; 27
— at Dora, 2 p.m.-x.

x-Denotes district game.

ROSTER

No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. Pos.
5 Will Ramsey So. 5-3 110 WR/DB
7 Nate Turvaville Jr. 6-2 160 QB/DB
10 Dalton Hardy Jr. 6-3 165 WR/QB
13 Zech Lucero Sr. 5-11 170 RB/DB
15 Kade Hedemann Fr. 5-10 160 FB/DE
19 J.V. Parales Jr. 5-5 135 RB/DB
20 Andrew Ramsey Sr. 5-11 180 OL/DE
23 Tucker Fly So. 5-8 115 DB
38 J.J. Bautista Jr. 5-9 230 OL
40 Ethan Zackoski So. 6-0 200 FB/DE
78 Tyler Steele Sr. 5-11 210 OL/DE

6-man District 1

z 2011 record: 9-1
z Coach: Corey Robinson (1st year)
z Returning starters (offense): 3
z Returning starters (defense): 4
z Things 2 look 4: The Eagles were denied a second

consecutive unbeaten season in 2011 with a loss to
Lake Arthur in the state finals. … CCS won its first
NMAA team title of any kinds by beating Lake Arthur
in the 2010 finals. … The Eagles open the season
against host New Mexico School for the Deaf as part of
a “showcase” of 6-man football at Santa Fe.

z He’s got heart: Tucker Fly, So., S.“He’s not the
biggest kid, but he came in from day one and worked
hard,” Robinson said.“He gives you everything he’s
got.”

z Biggest hole to fill: Wide receiver.“We’ve got to
find someone we can throw the ball to,” Robinson said.

z Last playoff appearance: 2011, lost to Lake Arthur
54-26 in 6-man state finals.

— Dave Wagner

ROSTER

No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. Pos.
5 Canyon Scarbrough Sr. 5-6 120 WR/CB
8 Rallin Harris Sr. 6-5 170 QB/DE
10 Justin Rucker Fr. 5-10 145 QB/CB
12 Carlos Silva Sr. 5-9 165 FB/DE
15 Jonah Tuls So. 5-9 135 WR/CB
20 Hayden Spears So. 5-6 125 WR/CB
22 Mitchell Pinnell Jr. 5-9 165 RB/LB 
23 Adrian Gomez Jr. 6-4 160 TE/FS
28 J.J. Tuls Sr. 5-10 160 RB/CB
30 Logan Caselman Fr. 5-7 130 OL/DL
32 Shay Harrison Sr. 5-11 185 RB/LB
33 John Myers Jr. 6-1 190 TE/DE
36 Mathew Odegard Fr. 5-10 175 FB/LB
40 Eliseo Arenivaz So. 5-7 170 FB/LB
42 Alan Valles Sr. 5-10 140 WR/CB 
44 Justin Lopez Jr. 5-4 175 RB/DL
45 Zach Harrison Fr. 5-11 150 TE/S
53 Eric Palaia So. 5-10 180 OL/DL
63 Kyler Miller Sr.OL/DE 5-10 180
64 Zach Madrid Sr. 6-1 220 OL/DL
67 Blake Williams Fr. 5-9 170 OL/DL
68 Tanner Pelfrey So. 5-7 195 OL/DL
70 Elliott Pelfrey So. 6-2 200 OL/DL
71 Uriel Munoz Sr. 6-1 210 OL/DL
72 Joseph Sena Fr. 5-7 140 OL/DE
73 Dalton Wren So. 5-11 230 OL/DE
74 Chris Salinas Fr. 6-0 250 OL/DL
76 D.J. Griego Sr. 6-0 195 OL/DL
77 Daniel Gomez Sr. 6-1 210 OL/DL
85 Dylan Sharp Fr. 5-10 150 TE/DE

Top returning players

z Shay Harrison, Sr., RB/LB
z Elliott Pelfrey, Sr., C/DT
z Daniel Gomez, Sr., T/NG
z Zach Madrid, Sr., G/LB
z Rallin Harris, Sr., QB/S

Top returning players

z Nate Turvaville, Jr., QB/CB
z J.V. Parales, Jr., RB/CB
z Tyler Steele, Sr., C/DE

SCHEDULE

August: 31 — Dexter, 7 p.m.
September: 14 — at Portales, 7 p.m.; 21 —
Eunice, 7 p.m.; 27 — at Clovis JV, 7 p.m.
October: 5 — at Fort Sumner, 7 p.m.; 12 —
Tucumcari, 7 p.m.-x; 26 — at Estancia, 7 p.m.-
x.
November: 2 — Clayton, 7 p.m.-x; 9 — at
Santa Rosa, 7 p.m.-x.
x-Denotes district game.

“We’re in a place where
we’ve had success over
the last few years. The

expectations are set kind
of high, but we’ll just try

to put things 
together and be the best
football team we can be.”

— Ryan Autrey

Coach’s take

“I think right now we’re 
rebuilding. They (Eagles) lost 

their playmakers from the last two
years. We’re trying to get the guys

to understand my system and what
my expectations are. My goal is to

just build a program.”

— Corey Robinson

Coach’s
take

State titles: 1983, 1990,
1996, 2003, 2004, 2008

State titles: 2010

TONY BULLOCKS: Clovis Media Inc.

Linebacker D.J. Griego is one of 13 seniors on the Wolverines’ roster.
TONY BULLOCKS: Clovis Media Inc.

Clovis Christian School junior Dalton Hardy is expected to play
quarterback and wide receiver for the Eagles.
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8-man District 3

z 2011 record: 1-8
z Coach: Steve Foust (1st year)
z Returning starters (offense): 4
z Returning starters (defense): 4
z Things 2 look 4: This is the first year the two schools have com-

bined in football. Both have had numbers issues in recent years. …
Foust said he hopes to come as close to a two-platoon system as
you can with just 18 players.“We need all 18; they all work hard and
contribute,” he said. … The roster includes 14 players from Floyd and
four from Elida. … Since starting a program several years ago, Elida
had competed on the 6-man level.

z He’s got heart: Tucker Morgan, Sr., DE.“He’s a kid that’s played
almost every position for us in practice,” Foust said.

z Biggest hole to fill: Quarterback.The Broncos have no one with
experience but will look to junior W.T.Whitecotton, a wide receiver
last year, to fill the position.

z Last playoff appearance: Elida, 2010, lost to Lake Arthur in the
6-man quarterfinals. Floyd, 2008, lost to Melrose in the 8-man semifi-
nals.

— Dave Wagner

ROSTER
No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. Pos.
11 Jonathan Diaz So. 6-0 160 TE/DB
12 Tucker Morgan Sr. 5-11 165 WR/DE
14 Donovan Trayon 8th 5-6 140 WR/S
17 Reyes Chavez Sr. 5-8 160 OL/LB
20 Mark McDonald Fr. 6-0 175 RB/LB
22 Laneith Veo-Chenault Jr. 5-8 150 WR/DB
24 Edgardo Chavez 8th 5-8 145 OL/LB
26 Seth Chandler 8th 5-6 150 OL/LB
28 Thurston Herrera Sr. 6-3 170 TE/LB
30 Clay Brady Sr. 5-11 150 WR/CB
31 W.T. Whitecotton Jr. 5-11 165 QB/S
33 Wyatt Chandler So. 5-9 160 RB/CB
40 Adrian Alvarez 8th 5-8 150 OL/DT
42 Lane Wallace Jr. 5-10 190 OL/DT
44 James Kratzer Sr. 5-10 185 OL/DL
50 Tanner Essary So. 6-4 200 OL/DL
55 Zack Nale So. 5-8 170 OL/DT
60 Juan Solorzano Fr. 6-1 185 OL/DT
66 Jesus Rascon So. 5-8 150 OL/DT
70 Joe Banister Jr. 5-11 165 OL/LB
73 Kevin Yager Sr. 6-2 205 OL/DT
80 Terral Watson Jr. 5-11 175 RB/LB
81 Elmon Herrara Fr. 5-9 155 TE/DE
88 Colby Rogers Jr. 6-1 180 TE/LB

FLOYD/ELIDA BRONCOS

TONY BULLOCKS:
Clovis Media Inc.

Junior W.T.
Whitecotton
wraps up 
sophomore 
Wyatt Chandler
during 
practice.

Top returning players

z James Kratzer, Sr., OL
z Reyes Chavez, Sr., OL
z Kevin Yager, Sr., C
z Colby Rogers, Jr., LB
z Terral Watson, Jr., LB

“We’ve got a good core of kids coming up.
We have six seniors, which helps a lot.

The attitudes  of the kids from both 
schools are phenomenal.”

— Steve Foust

Coach’s
take State titles: 2000

SCHEDULE
August: 31 — Springer, 2 p.m..
September: 7 — at Logan, 7 p.m.; 15 —

Menaul, 1 p.m.; 21 — Foothill, 1 p.m.; 28 — at
Mountainair, 7 p.m.

October: 5 — Carrizozo, 2 p.m.; 19 — at
Gateway Christian, 7 p.m.-x; 27 — at Melrose,
1 p.m-x.

November: 3 — Tatum, 1 p.m.-x.
x-Denotes district game.
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“Right now, it’s kind of hard to tell. We don’t 
have enough to run an offense and a defense 

in practice. The kids know the system; it’s just 
a matter of being able to execute it.”

— Dickie Roybal

Coach’s take

State titles: 1994, 1996, 1999,
2004, 2008, 2009, 2010.

SCHEDULE
August: 31 — Logan, 7 p.m.
September: 7 — Menaul, 7 p.m.;

14 — at Foothill, 2 p.m.; 21 —
Mountainair, 7 p.m.; 28 — at
Springer, 7 p.m.

October: 5 — at Gateway
Christian, 7 p.m.-x; 12 — Carrizozo, 7
p.m.-x; 19 — at Tatum, 7 p.m.-x; 27
— at Floyd, 1 p.m.-x.

November: 2 — vs. Alamo Navajo
at Mountainair, 4 p.m.

x-Denotes district game.

Eight-man District 2

z 2011 record: 10-1
z Coach: Dickie Roybal (16th year, 132-42)
z Returning starters (offense): 2
z Returning starters (defense): none
z Things 2 look 4: The Buffaloes’ three-year run

atop 8-man football ended last season with a cham-
pionship game loss to Gateway Christian at Roswell.
… The Buffs’ 12-man roster is comprised of mostly
freshmen and sophomores. … Roybal, who original-
ly had not planned to return to coaching this year,
has won a combined six state championships in 6-
man and 8-man football at the school.

z He’s got heart: Beard.“He’s always in the game,”
Roybal said.“I never pull that kid out of a game.”

z Biggest hole to fill: Almost everywhere. The
Buffs were hard-hit by graduation.“We’ve got one
senior, we’ve got a couple of juniors and everybody
else is freshmen or sophomores,” Roybal said.“It’ll be
one of those years where we just try to keep every-
body healthy.”

z Last playoff appearance: 2011, lost to Gateway
Christian 40-32 in 8-man state finals.

— Dave Wagner

ROSTER

No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. Pos.
1 Braiden Culp Sr. 5-10 155 RB/CB
5 Boone Roberts So. 5-8 150 G/DB
7 Tanner Dickerman Fr. 5-9 160 QB/DB
11 Rowdy Allen Fr. 5-11 170 RB/LB
12 Brian Hemminger Jr. 6-1 160 TE/DB
22 Braden Hemminger Fr. 6-1 160 TE/DE
24 Mark Weck Jr. 6-0 160 G/DE
25 Jacoby Beard Sr. 5-10 160 RB/LB
30 Payson Moore So. 6-0 208 G/DL
31 Cordell Northrup Fr. 6-1 150 G/DL
42 Mike Weigl Jr. 6-0 210 G/LB
50 Tyler Bonner Fr. 5-10 205 C/DL
69 Garrett Page So. 5-11 200 G/DL

TONY BULLOCKS: Clovis Media Inc.

Senior Jacoby Beard will be counted on to provide the leadership for a young Melrose team. Beard will play linebacker and tailback.

Top returning players

z Payson Moore, Jr., G
z Brian Hemminger, Jr., TE/LB
z Jacoby Beard, Sr., TB/LB

MELROSE BUFFALOES
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